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National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)

ü  is an E-NAM (National Agriculture Market) online trading platform for 

agriculture produce aiming to help farmers, traders, and buyers with online trading 

and getting a better price by smooth marketing.

ü Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is the lead agency for 

implementing eNAM under the aegis of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ 

Welfare, Government of India

What is APMC?

ü APMC means the Agricultural Produce & 

Livestock Market Committee established 

under the provisions of APLM Act.

NAM

How many APMCs are linked to e-NAM?

ü Currently there are 1000 markets that are linked to the e-NAM network from 18 

states and 3 UT's.
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Total No of Commodities traded on e-NAM:

 Commodity Category No. of Commodities

 FOOD GRAINS/ CEREALS 26

 OILSEEDS 14

 FRUITS 39

 VEGETABLES 57

 SPICES 16

 MISC 41

 Total 193

KISAN RATH (MOBILE APP) 

ü Kisan Rath Mobile App is for Farmers, FPOs 

and Traders who are looking for Buyers, 

Sellers or Transport Providers for their 

Agriculture Produce to get response from 

multiple Traders or Transporters.

“Impossible is just an 

Opinion.”
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Saffron: 

Saffron is a plant whose dried stigmas (thread-like parts of the flower) are used to make 

saffron spice.

Season of cultivation for Saffron:

ü In India, saffron Corms (seeds) are cultivated during the months of June and July and 

at some places in August and September.

ü It starts flowering in October.

ü Soil: It grows in many different soil types but thrives best in calcareous (soil that has 

calcium carbonate in abundance), humus-rich and well-drained soil with a pH 

between 6 and 8.

ü Climate: For saffron cultivation, we need an explicit climatological summer and winter 

with temperatures ranging from no more than 35 or 40 degree Celsius in summer to 

about –15 or –20 degree Celsius in winter.

ü Rainfall: It also requires adequate rainfall that is 1000-1500 mm per annum.

Safforn Bowl Project

ü North East Centre for Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR) under Saffron Bowl 

project has identified few locations in Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya for saffron 

cultivation.

ü Total cost of the whole project is Rs. 17.68 lakhs for Arunachal Pradesh and 

Meghalaya.

ü NECTAR is an autonomous body under the Department of Science & Technology 

(DST), which supported a pilot project to explore the feasibility of growing saffron in 

the North East region of India, with the same quality and higher quantity.

ü Saffron production was restricted to a limited geographical area in the Union territory 

of Jammu & Kashmir.

ü Kashmir saffron got Geographical Indication (GI) tag status.
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ü Pampore region, in India, commonly known as Saffron bowl of Kashmir, is the main 

contributor to saffron production, followed by Budgam, Srinagar, and Kishtiwar 

districts.

ü There is a huge similarity of climate and geographical conditions between Kashmir and 

few regions of Northeast.

ü In Arunachal Pradesh, there is a good growth of organic saffron with flowers. In 

Meghalaya, sample plantations were grown at Cherrapunji, Mawsmai and Lalingtop 

sites.

ü It will also diversify agriculture and provide new opportunities to the farmers in the 

North-East.

National Saffron Mission:

ü Na t i ona l  Saff ron  M i s s i on  was 

sanctioned by the central government 

in the year 2010 in order to extend 

support for creation of irrigation 

facilities through tube wells and 

sprinkler sets which would help in 

production of better crops in the area 

of saffron production.

ü Recently, the Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology (CSIR-IHBT) and the 

Government of Himachal Pradesh, have jointly decided to increase the production of 

the two spices namely, Saffron and Heeng (asafoetida).

Why AGRIMENTORS?
India's most trusted institute & learning app for Agriculture exams
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equipped with Best 
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ü  Daily questions based on 
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ü Complete Books By 

AGRIMENTORS (Compiled 

+ Authentic)

ü Time bound Homework 

ü One on one session 

with mentors

ü  Evaluation by rank 

holders and interview 

appeared candidates 
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ü Approach Confusing 
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ü Discussion Session 
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ü Library 24*7
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Landraces

ü Padma awards winner  popularly known as , from  Rahibai Popere, Seedmother

Akole taluka of Ahmednagar, Maharashtra. 

ü Her Padma Shri is a recognition of her work that has helped save hundreds of 

landraces (wild varieties of commonly grown crops) at the village level.

What are landraces?

ü Landraces refer to naturally occurring variants of commonly cultivated crops. 

ü These are as opposed to commercially grown crops, which are developed by selective 

breeding (hybrids) or through genetic engineering to express a certain trait over 

others.

Impact of selection and breeding on landraces:

ü Biodiversity allows a natural mechanism for crops to develop traits to face challenging 

situations. However, given the large-scale human interference in crop selection, that 

ability is now lost in most commercial crops.

ü Crop improvement through selection and breeding over several decades has 

narrowed the genetic base of most crops.

DIE WITH 
MEMORIES 

NOT DREAMS

ऐसा ल� 

 जो आपको सुबह �नधा��रत कर�

�ब�र से उठने कर द�…पर मजबूर 
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River Ranching Programme:

ü Nationwide River Ranching Programme was launched in Uttar Pradesh.

ü Along with Uttar Pradesh, other 4 states namely, Orissa, Uttarakhand, Tripura and 

Chhattisgarh also participated in the launch of ‘nationwide River Ranching program’.

ü 3 lakhs fingerlings were ranched at 3 sites in UP, namely, Brijghat, Tigri, Meerut, 

Garhmukteshwar and Bijnor.

What is River Ranching?

ü River Ranching is a form of aquaculture in which a population of a fish species (such as 

salmon) is held in captivity for the first stage of their lives.

ü They are then released, and later harvested as adults when they return from the sea to 

their freshwater birthplace to spawn.

About the Programme:

 ü River ranching programme was introduced as special activity under the ‘Pradhan Mantri 

Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) scheme to augment and enhance fish production and 

productivity by expanding, intensifying, diversifying and utilizing land & water 

productively.

Who is the implementing agency?

ü National Fisheries Development Board, Hyderabad is the nodal agency under central 

component of the PMMSY.

About the ‘Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) scheme:

ü It is a scheme for focused and sustainable development of fisheries sector in the country.

ü 20,000 crores have been sanctioned for its implementation during a period of 5 years 
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from FY 2020-21 to FY 2024-25 in all States/Union Territories, as a part of AatmaNirbhar 

Bharat Package.

ü The scheme focuses on beneficiary-oriented activities in Marine, Inland fisheries and 

Aquaculture.

ü It seeks to adopt ‘Cluster or Area based approaches.

Aims and targets of the scheme:

ü Enhance fish production by an additional 70 lakh tonne by 2024- 25.

ü Increase fisheries export earnings to Rs.1,00,000 crore by 2024-25.

ü Double incomes of fishers and fish farmers.

ü Reduce post-harvest losses from 20-25% to about 10%.

ü Generate additional 55 lakhs direct and indirect gainful employment opportunities in 

fisheries sector and allied activities.

Follow us on
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Minimum support price (MSP)

• MSP is the rate at which the government buys grains from farmers. CACP recommended 

minimum support prices (MSPs) for 22 mandated crops and fair and remunerative 

price (FRP) for sugarcane.

• It was the first time in the year 1966-67.

• MSP Recommended By (Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP)

• The CACP is an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare, formed in 1965. 

• MSP Decided/Approved By CCEA (Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs) 

• MSP are announced by the Government of India at the beginning of the sowing 

season

• In case of sugarcane its called FRP/SAP is announced by the Centre/State

• Procurement: The Food Corporation of India (FCI), the nodal central agency of 

the Government of India, along with other State Agencies undertakes procurement of 

crops.

How many crops are covered under the MSP 23 or 25?

Total no of crops MSP recommended for: 22+1= 23 Crops

Total no of Crops MSP Announced (GOI) for: 25 crops 

ü Bajra, Wheat, Maize, Paddy Barley, Ragi and JowarCereal: 7 

ü  Tur, Chana, Masur, Urad and MoongPulses: 5

ü  Safflower, Mustard, Niger seed, Soyabean, Groundnut, Sesame and Oilseed: 7

Sunflower

ü Raw Jute, Cotton, Copra and Sugarcane.Commercial crops: 4 

ü of Toria & Dehusked Coconut are fixed on the basis of MSP of  Other Crops: 2 The MSP 

rapeseed/mustard and copra respectively.

Note: The FRP is based on the recovery of sugar at a base recovery of 10 per cent from the 

cane.
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How is it calculated?

ü The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from farmers, and is 

based on a calculation of at least one-and-a-half times the cost of production incurred by 

the farmers.

ü The Union Budget for 2018-19 had announced that MSP would be kept at levels of 1.5 

the cost of production.

ü The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendations of the Commission for 

Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), which is a statutory body and submits separate 

reports recommending prices for kharif and rabi seasons.

National Commission on Farmers: Swaminathan Committee:

• On 18th November, 2004, the Union government formed the National Commission 

on Farmers (NCF) with MS Swaminathan as its chairman.

 • The main aim of the committee was to come up with a sustainable farming 

system, make farm commodities cost-competitive and more profitable.

• It, in 2006, recommended that MSPs must be at least 50% more than the cost of 

production.

 • It talked about the cost of farming at three levels:

 • A2: All the types of cash expenditure to generate the crop like seeds, manure, 

chemicals, labour costs, fuel costs and irrigation costs.

 • A2+FL: It includes A2 plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour.

 • C2: Under C2, the estimated land rent and the cost of interest on the money taken 

for farming are added to A2 and FL.

The limitations of MSP:

1. The major problem with the MSP is lack of government machinery for procurement for 

all crops except wheat and rice, which the Food Corporation of India actively procures 

under the PDS.

2. As state governments procure the last mile grain, the farmers of states where the grain is 

procured completely by the government benefit more while those in states that procure 

less are often affected.

3. The MSP-based procurement system is also dependent on middlemen, commission 

agents and APMC officials, which smaller farmers find difficult to get access to.
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How can MSP be made legally binding?

There are two ways it can be done.

1. The first is to force private buyers to pay it. In this case, no crop can be purchased below 

the MSP, which would also act as the floor price for bidding in mandi auctions.

2. The second route is, of course, the government itself buying the entire crop that farmers 

offer at the MSP.

How can that entitlement be implemented?

There are basically three ways.

1. The first is by forcing private traders or processors to pay MSP. This is already applicable 

in sugarcane.

2. The second is by the government undertaking procurement at MSP through its agencies 

such as the Food Corporation of India (FCI), National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 

Federation of India (Nafed) and Cotton Corporation of India (CCI).

3. The third route for guaranteeing MSP is via price deficiency payments.

 ü Under it, the government neither directly purchases nor forces the private industry 

to pay MSP.

 ü Instead, it allows all sales by farmers to take place at the prevailing market prices.

 ü Farmers are simply paid the difference between the government’s MSP and the 

average market price for the particular crop during the harvesting season.

“तडप होनी चा�हए 

 ,कामयाबी के �लए

सोच तो 

हर कोई लेता है ।”
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HONEY BEE DAY & APICULTURE
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WORLD Bee Day
20 May

 "Bee Engaged: Celebrating the diversity of 

bees and beekeeping systems”
Theme: “Bee Engaged: Celebrating the diversity 

of bees and beekeeping systems”.

2017 – UN General Assembly unanimously 

proclaimed 20 May as World Bee Day.

20 May 2018 – First Observance of World Bee 

Day.

Honey Export:

ü India is the sixth major natural honey exporting country.

ü During 2019–20, 59,536.75 MT worth of Rs 633.82 crore natural honey was exported. 

ü The major export destinations were the USA, Saudi Arab, Canada, and Qatar.

‘Sweet Revolution’:

ü It is an ambitious initiative of the Government of India for promoting apiculture, 

popularly known as 'beekeeping'.

ü To provide a booster shot to Sweet Revolution, the government launched the National 

Beekeeping and Honey Mission in 2020 (under the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare).

ü National Beekeeping and Honey Mission aims to establish 5 big regional and 100 

small honey and other Bee Products testing laboratories.

India is home to four of the seven known bee species:

ü Two of these are domesticated, Apis cerana (oriental honey bee) and Apis 

mellifera (European honey bee), 

ü Other two are wild, Apis dorsata (giant/rock honey bee) and Apis florea (dwarf 

honey bee).
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In India every year 20-40% of total post-harvest losses in fruits and vegetables are taken 

place. Post-harvest losses are estimated to range from 14-36% in fruits and 10-25% in 

vegetables. Among fruits, maximum post-harvest losses are taken place in papaya, 

mandarin and in vegetables cauliflower and tomato show maximum post-harvest losses. 

Since, horticultural commodities are highly perishable, due to high amount of water content, 

continuation in respiration and ripening after harvesting causes loss of sugar and flavour 

compounds hence deteriorates their quality. Most of the fruits are attacked by fungi 

(Penicillium spp.) while vegetables by bacteria. Processing is the only alternative against 

perishable nature of the horticultural commodities. Also, processing helps to increase the 

export earnings, increase the value of these commodities by satisfying the demands of 

consumers toward processed food items.

ü Various processed products like

Candid fruits: prepared by dehydrating horticultural commodities by osmotic pressure of 

sugar solution or osmotic dehydration. E.g. pointed gourd, bottle gourd, ash gourd, citrus, 

karonda, cherry, ginger, petha, Amla, Ber. 

Crystalized fruits: Candy coated with thin transparent coating of sugar crystal. E.g. 

ginger, cherry.

Marmalades: A kind of fruit jelly of citrus fruits in which the peel is shredded. E.g. orange, 

lemon.

Jam: Prepared from fruit pulp, contains fruit juice 45% and TSS 68%. E.G. Acid rich fruits.

Jelly: Prepared from juice/clear water extract of fruit, contains fruit juice 45% and TSS 

65%. E.G. acid and pectin rich fruits i.e. guava.

Fruit syrups: Contains 25% fruit juice and 65% TSS. 

Fruit juices: Contains 85% fruit extract and TSS 10%. E.g. most of the fruits, tomato etc.

Fermented drinks: Nira: Juice of palm tree, Toddy: Juice of coconut, Feni: Juice of cashew 

apple, Cider: Juice of apple, Poi: Product from corm of taro, Vodka: Product from potato, 

Khalpi: Product from cucumber, Whisky: from malt, Sauerkraut: from cabbage, 

Lettucekraut: from lettuce, Perry: from pear 

Pickles: Prepared by lactic acid fermentation, salt concentration should be 10%-15%. E.g. 

cucumber, tomato, mango, lemon, cauliflower, onion, turnip
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Canning: Process of sealing food stuffs in containers and sterilizing them by heat for long 

storage. E.g. peach, grapes, tomato, pea, potato, okra, cabbage, bitter gourd, French bean, 

beet root, pineapple, grapes etc.

Raisins: Dried and dehydrated product of grapes, having TSS >17% and ideal is 22-23º 

Brix. E.g. most common raisin varieties in India are Thompson seedless, Black Corianth, 

Kishmish Beli. 

Dehydrated vegetables: Process of removal of moisture by the application of artificial 

heat under controlled conditions of temperature, relative humidity and air flow. E.g. okra, 

tomatoes, peas, onion, beans, peaches, apricots etc. 

Chutney: Boiled product, very thick and contain pieces of fruits and vegetables. contains 

40% fruit juice and 50% TSS. E.g. mango, plum, apricot, apple

Vinegar: Oldest known product of fermentation. 

Sauce: A liquid or semi-liquid substance served with food to add moistness and flavour in it. 

E.g. tomato, chilli etc.

Wine: Alcoholic fermented product of grapes having alcohol 7-20%. E.g. common wine 

grapes varieties are Muscat Canelli, Black Champa, Arka Soma, Arka Trishna etc.

Products of tomato: juice, soup, puree, paste, ketchup, sauce.

Chips:

• Potato, specific chips varieties Kufri chipsona-1,2 and Kufri himsona, Kufri surya.

• Banana, specific chips making variety is Nendran.

Chali/ Kottapak: Most processed product of arecanut. Ripe nuts (9 months old) are dried 

under sun for 35-40 days, dehusked and marketed as whole nut.

Kalipak: prepared from immatured green nut (7-9 months) of arecanut. Unboiled variant 

type well known in trade. Popular in Kerala and Karnataka.

Arabica coffee: Parchment/plantation coffee is processed by wet processing method. 

Mucilage on pulped parchment skin is treated with alkali (10% caustic soda0 or by 

enzymatic method (using commercial pectinotypic enzyme) or removal of mucilage by 

fraction (using specific machines).

Robusta coffee: Cherry coffee is by dry processing method.

Cocoa butter: Processed product of cocoa seeds used for chocolate preparation. Best 

quality of cocoa with respect to flavour is Carillo type.
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Processing in tea:

•  light strength processed teaOrthodox tea:

• strong strength tea.CTC (crush, tear and curl): 

•  without fermentation. Leaves dried in shade.Green tea:

•  partially fermented tea.Oolong tea:

•  leaves dried in sun light.Black tea:
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